Position Announcement
University of Chicago
Director of Safety & Security for the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools
The University of Chicago is a private, non-denominational institution with an extraordinary history of
world renowned research and education programs across a broad spectrum of fields. Founded in 1890 by
John D. Rockefeller, the university has grown to encompass the undergraduate college, which offers 50
concentrations, six professional schools, four graduate divisions, the Oriental Institute, and the Graham
School of Continuing Liberal and Professional Studies which together support over 80 degree programs.
The university is one of the largest employers in Chicago, with over 23,000 faculty and staff, on campus
and around the world. More than 2,100 full time academic staff teach or conduct research at the
university, and Chicago faculty and alumni have won 89 Nobel Prizes. The university enrolls over 5,000
undergraduate students and over 9,000 graduate and professional students. Chicago continues to build a
strong global presence, with a university center in Paris and newly established centers in Beijing, Delhi
and Hong Kong. The university is consistently ranked among the finest universities in the world.
The University of Chicago Laboratory Schools, founded by the renowned educator, John Dewey in 1896,
are among the nation’s best. Being part of the University of Chicago means that the importance of
intellectual life—of thought and exploration—infuses everything they do across all aspects of their
curriculum. The Schools enroll just under 2,100 students from nursery school through high school and
employ 257 teachers. The Schools are located on two campuses: Earl Shapiro Hall, an early childhood
facility for Nursery through Grade 2 students; the Historic Campus, comprised of five distinct but
connected buildings, an outdoor classroom, and a gym complex for Grade 3 – 12 students.
Reporting to the executive director for campus safety and working collaboratively with the Laboratory
School’s associate director of finance and administration, the director of safety & security for the
University of Chicago Laboratory Schools is part of the Department of Safety & Security (DSS) and serves
as a key liaison between the Schools and DSS. The director of safety & security serves as the primary
safety administrator for the Laboratory Schools, including leadership for developing, implementing, and
maintaining a comprehensive physical security plan and school safety program, including emergency
preparedness, for the University of Chicago Laboratory Schools. The director aims to promote a safe and
secure educational environment for students, staff, parents, and visitors. This position supervises and
evaluates subordinate proprietary or contractual staff, provides recommendations for enhancements to
school security and emergency preparedness systems, recommends and implements new school safety
initiatives, conducts incident investigations, and regular general safety and security assessments. The
director must work collaboratively with organizational leadership to develop, implement, and maintain
programs that promote a safe and secure school. Additionally, the director oversees a safety and security
team comprised of 13 full-time employees, including two direct reports; the Assistant Director for Security
Operations and the Emergency Management & Safety Education Coordinator.
The successful candidate will possess a bachelor’s degree, preferably in criminal justice or a related
field such as emergency preparedness, from an accredited college or university. Considerable
experience in managing an organization of comparable size in law enforcement, security, or other
related field. Other combinations of applicable education, training, and experience which provide the
knowledge, abilities, and skills necessary to perform effectively in the position may be considered. The

successful candidate must be familiar with current safety and security best practices including:
physical security (to include electronic security systems); personnel security; emergency preparedness
and response; risk assessment; local, state, and federal laws and ordinances related to school safety
and security; and have the ability to plan, organize, monitor, and evaluate a comprehensive safety and
security program. Preferred qualifications include professional experience in K-12th grade settings;
ASIS Certified Protection Professional (CPP) or Physical Security Professional (PSP) Certification or the
ability to obtain certification within one year; Incident Command System 200 Level and NIMS 800
Level Certification; and a valid Security Officer Registration Card (where applicable).
Review of applications will begin June 23, 2022, and continue until the position is filled. A resume with
an accompanying cover letter may be submitted via the Spelman Johnson website at
www.spelmanjohnson.com/open-positions. Nominations for this position may be emailed to
Heather J. Larabee at hjl@spelmanjohnson.com. Applicants needing reasonable accommodation to
participate in the application process should contact Spelman Johnson at 413-529-2895 or email
info@spelmanjohnson.com.
Visit the University of Chicago website at www.uchicago.edu.
The University of Chicago is an Affirmative Action / Equal Opportunity / Disabled / Veterans Employer.

